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In 1994, more than 800,000 Rwandans were 
murdered in only a hundred days. 

Twelve years later, Rwandan peacekeepers 
in Sudan show us what it means to bear wit-
ness to genocide. On my four trips to Darfur 
last year, I was privileged to meet with 
many of the brave African Union soldiers 
who are struggling to offer peace and secu-
rity to some 2 million Sudanese who have 
been herded or retreated into camps. 

The Rwandans are among the best of the 
AU peacekeepers. They are serious men and 
women. They know what genocide is, and 
they are determined to do everything they 
can to stop it. 

This weekend, thousands of people will 
come to Washington—from synagogues, 
churches, college campuses, and commu-
nities across the country—to give voice to 
their concern about Darfur. 

I look forward to meeting with some of 
them. And I will discuss with them what I 
think it means to bear witness to genocide. 

Bearing witness means we remember . . . 
but memory is not enough. 

Bearing witness means giving testimony 
. . . but statements are not enough. 

Bearing witness means learning from his-
tory . . . but knowledge is not enough. 

Bearing witness must also mean acting 
against evil. 

President Bush has been pressing the world 
to help the people of Darfur. 

Our first imperative is to continue pro-
viding humanitarian relief to those who are 
suffering. To date in 2006, the United States 
has provided more than 86% of the food dis-
tributed by the World Food Program in 
Sudan. On my visits, I have had the privilege 
to meet with the brave humanitarian relief 
workers—mostly from nongovernmental or-
ganizations—who risk their lives to feed the 
hungry and care for the sick and frightened. 

Second, we need to improve security on the 
ground for the people of Darfur. This means 
transitioning from the current African 
Union peacekeeping force to a larger, more 
robust United Nations peacekeeping mission 
with a strong mandate, and with support 
from NATO. There is resistance to overcome, 
but it must be done. There is no time to 
waste. 

Finally, although humanitarian relief and 
peacekeeping forces are vital, they are only 
holding actions: We need a peace agreement 
to settle the Darfur conflict. The United 
States is working side-by-side with the Afri-
can Union and the European Union to ener-
gize the Abuja peace talks. A peace accord 
for Darfur is within reach. But such an 
agreement would only be the foundation of 
the next phase—to provide assistance to 
allow people to return home, reconcile 
tribes, and offer a path for development, op-
portunity, and hope. 

Another quote on the wall of the Holocaust 
Museum—this one from the Book of Isaiah— 
reminds us that we are all witnesses. 

As witnesses, we are here to remember. 
As witnesses, we must be ever vigilant. 
But above all, witnesses cannot be by-

standers. 
And so today we renew our resolve to take 

action, so that we can fulfill the promise of 
the survivors and the liberators: ‘‘Never 
Again.’’ 
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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
SISTER MARY ASSUMPTA 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Sister Mary 

Assumpta, superior of the Sisters of the Holy 
Spirit, whose 43-year ministry at the Jennings 
Center in Garfield Heights continues to heal 
the hearts and minds of countless residents 
and their loved ones. 

Sister Assumpta grew up in Pennsylvania, 
where she was instilled at an early age with 
love for family and service to others. She en-
tered the Catholic ministry at the youthful age 
of 17, and her commitment to faith and to 
helping those in need has never wavered 
since. Sister Assumpta’s leadership, vision 
and love is evident within every facet of the 
Jennings Center, a home for elderly residents 
and haven for their families. Her service as di-
rector of development, director of pastoral 
care, and her vital work with hospice programs 
continues to set a foundation of quality care 
and support that is reflected throughout the 
center. 

Sister Assumpta’s undeniable spirit, energy, 
quick wit and joy for life continue to frame her 
life. Her passion for baseball began in her 
youth and continues to this day. An avid 
Cleveland Indians fan, Sister Assumpta bakes 
more than 300 chocolate chip cookies every 
year for the players. Her major league exper-
tise is sought out annually by the CBS TV net-
work, where she provides commentary for the 
World Series games, and by WEWS, TV 5 in 
Cleveland, where she is a feature baseball 
writer. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of sister Mary 
Assumpta, superior of the Sisters of the Holy 
Spirit. Sister Assumpta’s love for life, for her 
colleagues, and most significantly, love for 
every resident of the Jennings Center, con-
tinues to raise their lives into a place of faith, 
hope and peace. Her influence and service 
cannot be accurately expressed in words, yet 
the lives she has touched and the joy she has 
shared has had a profound impact throughout 
the Jennings Center, and throughout our en-
tire community, and we are forever grateful. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF LEW TODD ON 
THE OCCASION OF THE 20TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE ENACTMENT 
OF NEW YORK CITY’S LAND-
MARK LESBIAN AND GAY 
RIGHTS LAW 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Mr. Lew Todd, an outstanding New 
Yorker who has devoted himself to his com-
munity, his city and his country throughout his 
life. Lew Todd is not just a leader, but a pio-
neering figure in the history of New York City’s 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender, GLBT, 
community, the largest of any city in our Na-
tion. This month, his leadership is being hon-
ored by the Stonewall Democratic Club at a 
ceremony commemorating the 20th anniver-
sary of the passage into law of New York 
City’s landmark gay rights bill. 

A proud veteran, Lew Todd served his Na-
tion with honor in the United States Navy dur-
ing the Korean war. Always dedicated to serv-
ing others, he made his home in New York 
City following his return stateside, and devoted 
his energies to his work and his community. 

He operated several small businesses, be-
coming a significant entrepreneur in the res-
taurant and nightlife industry in lower Manhat-
tan in the 1970s and 1980s. 

Continuously involved in the struggle for les-
bian and gay rights in the modern era that 
traces its origins to Greenwich Village, Lew 
Todd joined the Gay Activists Alliance in 1970, 
before the first anniversary of the Stonewall 
riots. Lew Todd quickly became a regular at 
the Firehouse, the Alliance’s legendary head-
quarters in lower Manhattan’s historic Soho 
neighborhood, which became New York’s first 
GLBT community center. 

At the Gay Activists Alliance, Lew Todd 
emerged as a talented, determined and inspi-
rational leader of a freshly budding branch of 
the civil rights movement. His political, organi-
zational and business skills became an indis-
pensable part of its planning and operations. 
In 1970 and 1971, he and his fellow activist 
and friend, the late Morty Manford, traveled 
the country as emissaries for the new gay 
rights movement, teaching other activists how 
to establish their own civil rights advocacy or-
ganizations. 

In its nascent phase, the gay and lesbian 
rights movement could only succeed in mak-
ing its voice heard by engaging in civil disobe-
dience and staging colorful, attention-getting 
and frequently disruptive demonstrations. Lew 
Todd’s sheer courage, as well as his larger- 
than-life physical presence, served as an an-
chor of strength in many such actions. At one 
notable event in 1972, Lew Todd and a young 
activist named Allen Roskoff, dressed to the 
nines in suits and ties, took to the dance floor 
at the elegant Rainbow Room atop Rockefeller 
Center. This action provoked a vivid dem-
onstration of the outdated and blatantly dis-
criminatory nature of the city’s public accom-
modation laws, garnering considerable media 
attention that helped effect their eventual de-
mise. That same year, Lew Todd placed gay 
rights on the national agenda as an official 
gay rights lobbyist at the Democratic National 
Convention. Thanks to his efforts, for the first 
time in America history a major national polit-
ical party was forced to consider the rights of 
gay and lesbian Americans and include their 
concerns in its platform. 

A visionary as well as a pioneer, Lew Todd 
possessed the ability to recognize and ac-
knowledge the need for the growing and ma-
turing civil rights movement to adopt new 
strategies and new tactics. As government, 
business and the news media began to take 
heed, Lew Todd saw that the gay rights move-
ment would need to employ negotiation and 
painstaking political organizing in order to 
more effectively achieve its goals. Inspired to 
open this new front in the struggle despite the 
objections of less far-seeing radical activists, 
Lew Todd became one of the founders of the 
National Gay & Lesbian Task Force. It was 
the first truly Nation-wide gay rights organiza-
tion to rely more on negotiation and organiza-
tion than an confrontation. He went on to 
found many of New York City’s most important 
GLBT political organizations, including Gay & 
Lesbian Independent Democrats and the influ-
ential citywide Stonewall Democratic Club, on 
whose executive board he has served since 
its founding 21 years ago. In its first years of 
operation, he served as a board member and 
treasurer for the Hetrick-Martin Institute, which 
operates the Harvey Milk School for GLBT 
youths. In 1984 he played a key role in con-
vincing New York City to sell the building that 
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today houses New York City’s Lesbian and 
Gay Community Services Center. In 1992, 
Lew Todd served as a delegate to the Demo-
cratic National Convention as an early sup-
porter of a promising candidate named Bill 
Clinton. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my distinguished 
colleagues join me in recognizing the enor-
mous contributions to civic and political life 
made by Lew Todd, a true pioneer and civil 
rights activist in the finest traditions of our 
great republic. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 75TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE NATIONAL 
HOUSING CONFERENCE (NHC) 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today on 
the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives 
to recognize the 75th anniversary of the Na-
tional Housing Conference (NHC), an organi-
zation with over 900 members dedicated to 
forwarding the cause of affordable housing 
and community development. 

Organized in 1931 by Mary Simkhovitch, a 
reformer and social worker, this pioneering ad-
vocacy group was the first non-partisan, inde-
pendent coalition of its kind to include national 
housing leaders from both public and private 
sectors. NHC’s early membership included an 
array of bankers, builders, civic leaders, real-
tors, organized labor, architects and residents 
from across the greater New York City region. 
Since its inception, the organization has 
worked to elevate public awareness on the 
plight of America’s millions of working class 
families and its consequences on general wel-
fare. 

Early on, NHC was committed to making a 
difference in low-income communities across 
the country. The organization was instrumental 
in garnering support for the passage of key 
legislation, including the Federal Home Loan 
Bank Act, and the National Housing Act of 
1934 that created the Federal Housing Admin-
istration (FHA). After President Roosevelt 
stressed in his second inaugural address of 
1937 that ‘‘one third of the nation is ill-fed, ill- 
clothed and ill-housed’’—NHC sprang into ac-
tion and mobilized national support to per-
suade Congress to pass the critical Housing 
Act of 1937. 

After moving its headquarters from New 
York City to Washington, DC in 1945, NHC 
took on a new and tremendous challenge— 
‘‘get rid of the slums, eliminate substandard 
housing.’’ Working in conjunction with the 
labor movement to mobilize grassroots sup-
port, NHC’s incredible efforts helped to secure 
the passage of the landmark Housing Act of 
1949. This sweeping and ambitious housing 
legislation called for ‘‘a decent home and a 
suitable living environment for every American 
family.’’ 

During the 1950s and 1960s, NHC contin-
ued to draw upon its early successes to advo-
cate for the needs of America’s hardworking 
families and individuals. NHC played a major 
role in the passage of the Housing and Urban 
Development Act of 1965 that established the 
Cabinet-level Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, and the 1968 Fair Hous-

ing Act that prohibited discrimination based on 
race, religion, color, or national origin. 

NHC’s advocacy does not stop here. Over 
the past 35 years, the organization has never 
ceased to fight for a variety of legislative pro-
posals to improve the landscape of the afford-
able housing industry. From Section 8 hous-
ing, to home ownership programs, and even 
low income tax credits—NHC continues to 
fight for the integrity of these programs, de-
spite a constant battle for available federal re-
sources. 

In honor of the organization’s 75th anniver-
sary, an incredible milestone, NHC has rededi-
cated itself to a central mission: Fulfilling the 
Dream of the 1949 Housing Act—‘‘a decent 
home and a suitable living environment for 
every American family.’’ 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 75th anniversary of the National 
Housing Conference, and join with my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to 
commend this organization for its outstanding 
service and dedication to making affordable 
housing a reality for the millions of working 
class American families across the country. 
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IN HONOR OF AUGUSTINE ‘‘GUS’’ 
STANDARD 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Augustine ‘‘Gus’’ 
Standard, upon his retirement that follows 
nearly 30 years of outstanding service with the 
City of Cleveland. 

In 1977, Mr. Standard joined the City of 
Cleveland workforce as Chief Deputy Clerk in 
the criminal division, before joining the Depart-
ment of Utilities as a security specialist. While 
there, Mr. Standard safeguarded the utilities 
division from various acts of theft and sabo-
tage. He was later promoted to collections 
manager with the Department of Community 
Development, where his insight, expertise and 
diligence reflected in his creation of a suc-
cessful in-house system of loan collection. 
Within a short time, millions of dollars of out-
standing loans were repaid to the Department. 

Mr. Standard was later promoted to Super-
visor of the Record Room, Division of Building 
and Housing. In that capacity, he established 
greatly needed internal control and systems to 
prepare and archive files and records. Since 
1983, Mr. Standard has worked as a MA/E 
Coordinator in the Contract Administration 
Section of Administrative Services. His re-
sponsibilities included contract and budget 
preparation; contract compliance; program 
evaluation; and special report preparation for 
City Hall and HUD, just to name a few. Mr. 
Standard consistently went above and beyond 
the usual call of duty, and was always willing 
to assist others whenever needed. Moreover, 
Mr. Standard’s enthusiasm, kind heart and 
concern for others framed his professional 
life—inspiring and motivating others to do their 
best by cultivating an atmosphere where a 
true sense of teamwork and friendship flour-
ished. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor, recognition and gratitude to Mr. Au-
gustine ‘‘Gus’’ Standard, upon his retirement 

from the City of Cleveland that follows nearly 
three decades of outstanding service and ac-
complishment. His dedication, expertise, lead-
ership, and energy, focused on making the 
City run as efficiently as possible, has lifted all 
facets of operations at Cleveland City Hall, 
and most importantly, has raised the lives of 
countless colleagues and citizens into the light 
of friendship and unity. I wish Mr. Standard 
and his family an abundance of health, peace 
and happiness as his journey begins from 
here. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘EM-
POWERMENT OF IRAQI WOMEN 
ACT OF 2006’’ 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today I, along 
with Representatives ZOE LOFGREN (D–CA), 
SUSAN DAVIS (D–CA), and CAROLYN MCCAR-
THY (D–NY), introduce the ‘‘Empowerment of 
Iraqi Women Act of 2006.’’ This legislation 
would establish an Iraqi Women’s Fund to 
help Iraqi women and girls in the areas of po-
litical, legal, and human rights, health care, 
education, training, security, and shelter, and it 
would authorize $22,500,000 in each fiscal 
year 2007, 2008, and 2009 for this fund. The 
‘‘Empowerment of Iraqi Women Act’’ would 
also provide that 15 percent of the aggregate 
amount of economic and humanitarian assist-
ance authorized for Iraq in each fiscal year 
2007, 2008, and 2009 shall be made available 
for assistance directly to Iraqi-led nongovern-
mental organizations (NGO) with dem-
onstrated experience in delivering services. 
Moreover, of that 15 percent, not less than 5 
percent shall be made available for Iraqi 
women-led organizations. The bill establishes 
requirements related to U.S. activities in Iraq 
including the inclusion of the perspectives and 
advice of Iraqi women’s organizations in U.S. 
policymaking related to the governance of 
Iraq, promoting the achievement of 25 percent 
of the seats in the National Assembly, and en-
couraging the appointment of women to high- 
level positions within Iraqi Ministries. Finally, 
this legislation would place certain require-
ments on post-conflict reconstruction and de-
velopment related to the partnering of U.S. or-
ganizations with Iraqi-led organizations and 
would require that the training of Iraqi military 
and police include the protection, rights, and 
needs of women. 

It is vitally important that the equality and 
rights of Iraqi women are assured. I have met 
with several delegations of Iraqi women during 
my trips to Iraq and here in Washington. I am 
always inspired by their strength and courage 
to speak out in support of equality, even in the 
face of danger. While these women have 
hope, they understand that the future is very 
uncertain. There must be full participation and 
equal treatment under the law for women in 
Iraq. Every country that protects its women is 
a stronger country, and Iraq will be a stronger 
country if women are able to preserve their 
representation in the new Iraqi government. 
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